
WHAT WE’VE HEARD!
BACK TO SQUARE ONE: RETHINKING O’BRYANT SQUARE

FOCUS GROUPS
SURVEYS
WEBINAR CHATS
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
OPEN HOUSE

The Portland Parks Foundation, PSU Center for Public Interest Design, and visiting Loeb Fellows have been engaged in an effort to have a community visioning process 
about the future of O’Bryant Square. These efforts have included a public survey with over 300 responses, two community open houses with opportunities for idea 
generation and feedback, and 6 webinars about the park with Q & A and chat features. Additionally, the group convened and met with 8 key stakeholder groups from 
the following categories: Arts & Culture, Property Owners, Downtown Youth, Retail / Food / Hospitality, Service Providers, Safety / Management / Maintenance, 
Behavioral Health Resource Center Clients, and Downtown Residents. While we work to document and synthesize these responses, we continue to collect more 
community feedback. Below are quotes (in green) and some of the major themes/desires (black text) that we have heard so far.

?
Back to Square One

If Pioneer Square is 
Portland’s Living Room, 
O’Bryant Square can be 
Portland’s Dining Room.

Demonstrate Portland's 
history of standing up 
for the freedom and 
equity of our City.

The Green Loop provides an 
exciting opportunity for the 
park to SPILL out into the 
streets

Make it beautiful, a 
place people want to 
photograph.

What if the park was a threshold 
into the City for visitors and hosted 
bus drop-off, scooters, rental bikes, 
wayfinding, and information kiosks?

The park activations should 
promote opportunities to unite the 
deep divides between Portlanders 
downtown and around the city.  

If it’s skateable and welcome to 
skaters that would be an exciting 
FIRST for downtown parks.

The character of the 
park should differ 
from & complement 
the other nearby 
public open spaces. 

Include seating, drinking fountains, 
tables, bathrooms, outlets, Wi-Fi, 
and any other amenity that allows 
people to spend more time in a 
park, and use it dynamically.

What if it were a new 
Cart headquarters (to 
replace the resource 
lost with the Ritz)? 

Even during demolition, there is 
the ability to educate, learn, and to 
give the Land a voice even before
we think to activate it. 

Don't try to make the 
park do too much.

Bring the creative people of 
Portland into the process and 
a part of the outcome.

Honor the Indigenous 
presence in name, design, 
or plants.

To think long term, past 
10 years, is foolish.

Good lighting that supports 
feelings of both safety and 
celebration at night is crucial.

The park should have 
permanent infrastructure to 
support temporary mobile 
activations that can “plug” 
into it.

This is an opportunity to 
establish an annual arts 
pavilion, installation, or 
event on the park.

The park should 
celebrate the history of 
the pink triangle and 
local LGBTQ+ leaders.

I feel safe when people 
are around, so we need to 
promote activity all times 
of day and seasons and 
not just certain hours.

People visiting or moving here 
expect Portland to be  quirky. 
Let’s not disappoint them!

Green space for people watching & reading

Places to eat!

Dog/pet park!

Movable chairs for sitting

Accessible and welcoming to all–not just mobility, but in 
concept, ie gender-neutral bathrooms, multilingual 
signage, audio, virtual events, etc.

Bringing young people together for 
constructive, self-directed activities 

Active recreation and art and dance/music performances:
Pickleballl, basketball, corn hole, Skate park, BMX pump 
track, tai chi, yoga

Memorial for people who 
lost lives to addiction

Playfulness: Giant bubble machine

Programming: Live music, Night Markets, 
busking, community healing garden

Leads an overall downtown  rebranding

Mobile retailers / storage

Sound!

Feed and help people: Potluck in the Park 
and other mutual aid organizations

Interactive installations/art

Natural fencing/borders

Art: Murals, projections on surrounding blank 
walls, places for people to stop and take pictures, 
movable and interactive sculptures

Lighting: of the trees and of the grounds 
for beauty and safety

Structures: weather-proof gazebo, public bathrooms

Accessible playground, children’s spaces

Eyes on street

Stage: for theater, fashion, 
poetry, music, etc

Farmer’s Market

Sustainability features/showcase

Occasional petting zoo

Social services: information 
booths, street advocates, tool 
shed, community bulletin board

A private/public partnership to manage 
and curate programming

Soft & hard surfaces

Embrace those experiencing 
houselessness

A “secret garden” aspect Manage bad behavior


